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much renewed hope and joy. Wishing you all happy, healthy and
sober New Year.

Speaking of the New year. | have received the most amazing
privilege and honor of being elected your Alternate Delegate. Which
means we will be in search of a new Pipeline chair. Being able to
carry the message with the pipeline has been a very rewarding
journey. So please if anyone is interested or had any questions about
the position just reach out to me.

With the most profound love and affection,
A (D

Justin R
Pipeline Chair
Area 43
413-854-3972
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Christmas Past, Christmas Present

An AA who relapsed compares that year's holiday with this one

The Christmas before last was the worst. Four years ago, | gave up
13 years of sobriety to drink and abuse pain medication. For my
decision to drink again | was rewarded with a divorce and a business
deal that went sour. | had been warned that all the bad things that
hadn't happened to me yet would if | went back to drinking but some
how | chose to ignore that advice. Who was | to think that the rules of
alcoholic drinking did not apply to me?

Thirty years ago when | went to my first AA meeting a few of the old
timers said "kid | spilled more booze on my tie than you drank." Many
more said, "alcoholism was like an elevator and you could get off
before it went to the bottom floor." Of course | decided to listen to the
minority and after a year of sobriety and my life getting better | drank
for another 10 years. | figured | hadn't lost a wife, a job, or thousands
of dollars and most importantly | couldn't drink a fifth a day which
seemed to be the minimum for a true alcoholic. Never mind that |
wasn't married or employed and | had always been broke. The
capacity for alcohol would increase, it is one of the rules of alcoholic
drinking.
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money on booze and had all the accidents that go with it. | was
depressed and miserable and | realized that the only time | had been
happy was as a member of AA. That was the place | learned how to
be a decent human being so | came back. | was lucky to find a
sponsor who would put up with me. I questioned everything and told
him that | hated meetings and for a time quit attending them but
somehow | stayed sober and managed to not get fired by him.

| read the literature and became very active with my home group and
my life improved in every way. Financially, | had a thriving business
and a beautiful home. | had been spared from many painful
experiences. Then after 12 years of sobriety, | became disenchanted
with the discussion meetings that | had been attending, but instead
of looking for other meetings, | stopped going. My employment
caused me to see many AA members who did not appear to be
practicing the 12 Steps in all their affairs. | couldn't believe that they
would be worse off drinking. | called other AA members hypocrites,
but | who had gained so much from a Program | was now
denouncing was the biggest hypocrite of all. | had graduated and it
wasn't with a degree of humility.

When | drank again | only had two glasses of wine and | didn't turn
into a pumpkin so | thought | must have licked this thing that was
more psychological than physical. For a month | would have one or
two beers and laugh that | couldn't drink more because | got sleepy. |
hate to admit it but | was thinking about being the first guy to
comeback and stand up at a meeting to announce that | found a way
to drink successfully.

Since this is a story about Christmas | will skip the drunk-a-log and
get right to the worst yuletide | have experienced. | went from two
glasses of wine to three bottles and five or six pain pills. My wife
divorced me and so did many of my friends. | was unable to sleep
through the night. | would wake from my stupor feeling sick and
would drink medicinally to get a couple of hours sleep. | didn't view
that as a morning drink until | had been sober a few months. All of
the things my Higher Power spared me from the first two times now
were beating me into submission because of my self-will.
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meetings. | could not understand some one who would arink and
read the Big Book and now it was happening to me. Now | was
desperate to stop drinking but | couldn't get what had come so easily
to me before. | went to meetings and felt they weren't for me and |
couldn't stop drinking. | cannot imagine a deeper sense of loneliness
and hopelessness than knowing you are an alcoholic and that AA is
the only solution for you and yet not connecting with meetings and
the program. Suicide was looking like the only way out.

| believe my Higher Power was protecting me because | didn't get a
DUI and | didn't physically harm any one but he was also teaching
me about the desperation that | had not known before. | needed the
education so that this time | would cling to the program like a
drowning man would a life preserver.

Today | keep the focus on me. | acknowledge that we all have
frailties and the only chance we have to overcome them is by staying
sober. If a meeting doesn't appeal to me | search out ones that do.
When | was drinking if | didn't like a bar | didn't quit drinking | simply
found one that | enjoyed. Now | look for discussion meetings that
strictly follow the Steps and speaker meetings so | get to know
someone's whole story. | look forward to attending my regular
meetings and | plan my life around them. Pain and progress have led
me to love the program and Fellowship that | hated.

| celebrated Christmas sober for the first time in four years. | had
time and energy to visit elderly friends. | felt love for the first time and
began to feel worthy of it. | came to realize that many hurt feelings
and anger were the result of my not feeling that | could be loved. My
wife and | hosted a Christmas party and our home was filled with
friends and there was no sickness or remorse the next day. We went
to plays and celebrations and yet | had plenty of time to attend
meetings.

| believe my higher power gave me two chances to join AA with less
suffering but | refused the opportunities. The good news is that |
made it back and have a new enthusiasm for the program and
meetings. This year | look forward to celebrating another sober
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the program or AICONOIICS ANONYMOUS.
—Anonymous, Toledo, Ohio from the Grapevine
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Step Twelve
Grapevine 1974
By Alex M. Louisville, KY

Seeking a way to stay in the present moment, rather than lamenting
yesterday and fearing tomorrow, he discovers Step Twelve

When | finished my Step work, | knew something was different, but |
wasn'’t sure if it was a spiritual awakening. But | did know | had
acquired a different way of thinking and acting which | had never
before experienced. This definitely constituted an awakening of
some kind.

Why this happened was unimportant to me—perhaps God, perhaps
the Fellowship. Regardless, | knew | had to have help to overcome
my alcoholic iliness; self-reliance was insufficient. After completing
the Steps, carrying the message of the principles of the Steps to
others is not very hard. As a matter of fact, it's so natural, | can easily
fall into to two-stepping. | don’t drink for Step 1 and share the
message from Step 12. | go to meetings, have a few sponsees, say
some prayers, practice the smug AA grin and let everyone know in
sneaky ways how great | am so I'll get your approval.

This is a dangerous place for me, because I'll drink eventually when |
don'’t feel the love and admiration | secretly and desperately need
from you.

Today, | seek an emotional sobriety that is less dependent on how
you respond to me. My focus is on how can | reduce my character
defects. How can | become more honest, more tolerant, less
judgmental, more patient, less stingy, more empathic and more
willing to listen to others’ views? How can | improve my relationships
with those | love, and those | don’t? What can | bring to the party of
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Tradition Twelve
November 1948 Grapevine
By Bill W.

Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions, ever
reminding us to place principles before personalities.

One may say that anonymity is the spiritual base, the sure key to all
the rest of our Traditions. It has come to stand for prudence and,
most importantly, for self-effacement. True consideration for the
newcomer if he desires to be nameless; vital protection against
misuse of the name Alcoholics Anonymous at the public level; and to
each of us a constant reminder that principles come before personal
interest--such is the wide scope of this all-embracing principle. In it
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spiritual tevel It points us 10 St greater selr-renunciation.

A glance at the Twelve Traditions will instantly assure anyone that
"giving up" is the essential idea of them all. In each Tradition, the
individual or the group is asked to give up something for our general
welfare. Tradition One asks us to place the common good ahead of
personal desire. Tradition Two asks us to listen to God as he may
speak in the group conscience. Tradition Three requires that we
exclude no alcoholic from AA membership. Tradition Four implies
that we abandon all idea of centralized human authority or
government. But each group is enjoined to consult widely in matters
affecting us all. Tradition Five restricts the AA group to a single
purpose, carrying our message to other alcoholics.

Tradition Six points at the corroding influence of money, property,
and personal authority; it begs that we keep these influences at a
minimum by separate incorporation and management of our special
services. It also warns against the natural temptation to make
alliances or give endorsements. Tradition Seven states that we had
best pay our own bills; that large contributions or those carrying
obligations ought not be received; that public solicitation using the
name Alcoholics Anonymous is positively dangerous. Tradition Eight
forswears professionalizing our Twelfth Step work but it does
guarantee our few paid service workers an unquestioned amateur
status. Tradition Nine asks that we give up all idea of expensive
organization; enough is needed to permit effective work by our
special services--and no more. This Tradition breathes democracy;
our leadership is one of service and it is rotating; our few titles never
clothe their holders with arbitrary personal authority; they hold
authorizations to serve, never to govern. Tradition Ten is an emphatic
restraint of serious controversy; it implores each of us to take care
against committing AA to the fires of reform, political or religious
dissension. Tradition Eleven asks, in our public relations, that we be
alert against sensationalism and it declares there is never need to
praise ourselves. Personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, and
film is urgently required, thus avoiding the pitfall of vanity, and the
temptation through broken anonymity to link AA to other causes.
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comprenenas the preceding eleven. 1he Iwelve Foints or Iradition
are little else than a specific application of the spirit of the Twelve
Steps of recovery to our group life and to our relations with society in
general. The recovery Steps would make each individual AA whole
and one with God; the Twelve Points of Tradition would make us one
with each other and whole with the world about us. Unity is our aim.

Our AA Traditions are, we trust, securely anchored in those wise
precepts: charity, gratitude, and humility. Nor have we forgotten
prudence. May these virtues ever stand clear before us in our
meditations; may Alcoholics Anonymous serve God in happy unison
for so long as he may need us.

Trprrrtt Crprrrtt Crppertt drppett




Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS

Crrrertt Tt Crprpeet trppreet

Book of the Month

YOUR
. SPONSOR

Take Me to Your Sponsor

Best Jokes & Cartoons from AA Grapevine is a collection of the
funniest and most insightful humor from the pages of Grapevine
magazine, the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous.
Whether you are dealing with meetings, sponsorship, dating and
marriage, friends and coworkers, character defects, or any other
aspect of sobriety, this book will make you laugh and remind you
that you are not alone. Drawn by AA members, these clever and
amusing black-and-white cartoons will brighten your day and give
you some hearty, well-earned chuckles. This book is a great gift for
anyone who appreciates the lighter side of recovery.

Crrrertt Tt Crprpeet trppreet

ARCHIVIST ALLEY
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By Bill W.

In Remembrance of Ebby

- from the June 1966 Grapevine
In his seventieth year, and on the twenty-first of March, my friend and
sponsor Ebby passed beyond our sight and hearing.

On a chill November afternoon in 1934 it was Ebby who had brought
me the message that saved my life. Still more importantly, he was
the bearer of the grace and of the principles that shortly afterward led
to my spiritual awakening. This was truly a call to new life in the
spirit. It was the kind of rebirth that has since become the most
precious possession of each and all of us.

As | looked upon him where he lay in perfect repose, | was stirred by
poignant memories of all the years | had known and loved him.
There were recollections of those joyous days in a Vermont boarding
school. After the war years we were sometimes together, then
drinking of course. Alcohol, we thought, was the solvent for all
difficulties, a veritable elixir for good living.

Then there was that absurd episode of 1929. Ebby and | were on an
all-night spree in Albany. Suddenly we remembered that a new
airfield had been constructed in Vermont, on a pasture near my own
home town. The opening day was close at hand. Then came the
intoxicating thought: If only we could hire a plane we'd beat the
opening by several days, thus making aviation history ourselves!
Forthwith, Ebby routed a pilot friend out of bed, and for a stiff price
we engaged him and his small craft. We sent the town fathers a wire
announcing the time of our arrival. In mid-morning, we took to the air,
greatly elated--and very tight.
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into court. To all appearances, Ebby's final destination was the
insane asylum. To me, this marked the end of the line for us both.
Only a short time before, my physician, Dr. Silkworth, had felt obliged
to tell Lois there was no hope of my recovery; that |, too, would have
to be confined, else risk insanity or death.

But Providence would have it otherwise. It was presently learned that
Ebby had been paroled into the custody of friends who (for the time
being) had achieved their sobriety in the Oxford Groups. They
brought Ebby to New York where he fell under the benign influence
of AA's great friend-to-be, Dr. Sam Shoemaker, the rector of Calvary
Episcopal Church. Much affected by Sam and the "O.G.," Ebby
promptly sobered up. Hearing of my serious condition, he had
straightaway come to our house in Brooklyn.

As | continued to recollect, the vision of Ebby looking at me across
our kitchen table became wonderfully vivid. As most AAs know, he
spoke to me of the release from hopelessness that had come to him
(through the Oxford Groups) as the result of self-survey, restitution,
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AA's Twelve Steps to recovery.

It had happened. One alcoholic had effectively carried the message
to another. Ebby had been enabled to bring me the gift of grace
because he could reach me at depth through the language of the
heart. He had pushed ajar that great gate through which all in AA
have since passed to find their freedom under God.

Tttt LTttt drrreet drrpeeet
What’s Happening?

THE A.A. SERVICE MANUAL

combined with

TWELVE CONCEPTS
FOR WORLD SERVICE

by Bill W.

v

Weekly
A.A. Service Manual Study

Thursdays, 7:00-8:00pm EST
Begins September 7, 2023

Zoom ID: 978 5884 5621
Passcode: service

Attendance limit 100

Hosted by: NHAA / Area 43
Questions? graceflesher@gmail.com

2021-2023 Edition
REVISED AND UPDATED
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

SATURDAY
NiGHT LiVE
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SAVE THE DATE

57TH ANNUAL NHAA CONVENTION

March 22 - 24, 2024
North Conway, NH

WANT THE CGHANGCE TO WIN
A CONVENTION FOR 2?

SCAN THE CODE BELOW FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN!

so /fn #ZRE Prize includes 1 hotel room

for 2 nights, 2 registrations,
and meals for 2 -
over a $500 value.

1 FOR 85
5 FOR 820
DRAWING WILL TAKE PLACE AT

THE AREA 43 MONTHLY BUSINESS
MEETING ON DECEMBER 17.

—— Q ——
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The Great Paradox
JANUARY ETHf?TH IN DANVERS, MA

What is NECYPAA? :
natl Who Can

Attend?

What Can I Expect?
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR'S
ALCATHONS

Hosbed by District 14 Functions Commitiee
Jogn us for mewbings. food. and Tellouship.

Kitbery Lions Club
I1¥ S1ate Road
Kittery, Maine

Sunday, 12/24 ~ Christmas Eve 6 pm to 1l pm
Monday, 12/25 ~ Christmas Day 7 am to 8 pm
Fellowship and Breakfast 8-9 am (no meeting at 8 am)

Sunday, 12/31 ~New Year's Eve 6 pm to1am
Meetings & pm to & pm
Cance P pm o 1am

Monday, 1/1/24 ~New Year's Day 7 amto 8 pm

Tt i S babeided 80 Oon LdeDobtbn ol (0 Sl Fusma] Do S 8 (-l ] T il Lasdv ) B
wedunieen!

ldlihiﬂ

share if yo!
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District 7, December 31, 2023
New Year's Eve Alcathon
6:00pm - 10:00pm
Come One. Come All!

At the Monadnock Community Hospital
Conference Room 5
On the left side of the Emergency Room
452 Old Street Rd
Peterborough, NH
A new meeting each hour
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DINNER, DAMCING & FELLOWSHIP

L]

Translate ¥

RSS



Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS

.|

L

; /Y -.,_ District 20 Presents
"u

New Year’s Eue
Alcathon

sunday, December 31st y
|
I

\‘2‘/ Gibson Centar, 14 Grove St N, Conway ’,"";
._ ,(.Z:' 4:00-500 Meeting

o~ 5:00-5:30 Pizza
I" 5:30-9:30 Meetings
" 9:30 FIREWOREKS!
" N:00PM A4 TRIVIA and countdown to 2024!
A
--||-||:| us walcomea the new WEar with 'lu
Fallowship and laughiar. = \q
..‘.

’.
=
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Christmas
Hlcathon

Everyone is welcome!
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é NH AA District 18 Presents '*.".i
at T |
Christmas Day Alcathon .

2
e Sober bells, sober bells, it's Christrmas time |
dewn at Millie's 4

Monday Decomber 28 2013
Millie*s Place

45 Jahn Stark Hwy, Mewpoert NH 03773
Doary apen froom B:odam antil S:ooPM

Ah Maetbngss (AIL Dayi) |
1 Hijgasm = i i Mevwpars Eyc-Opemor Qrosp |
= [E-H-1 T ] - F T Shvindng vhe Lighy Growp
DA - h By ST Rann aivid Rave Qroap
" ThaEpm = Bl fimn ML Tuwd Mite Originad
Eijdpm = Biidpen Loak it Up Qroeup
43Fpm = Solbpm Claremsent Wed 18 O 12
Fidpm = B Rpen Potter's Plaze
Fedbpm = LB T Millic's As Bl Beon [t Growp

Come Colebrate!
T  Potluck all day long
It‘iﬂlllli.i‘]lﬂt' dexviert o share?
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CONCORDIA LUCHERAN CHURCH
211 N. MAIN 5T, CONCORD, NH

Potluck! Ay 3 dink fo shars

Questions? Contact Valorle T03-338-2516
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ALCATHON
December 24th, 6 PM to December 25th, 6 PM

24 hours of meetings,fellowship, and food!

N

Join us to Celebrate Christmas. 5&3
.l'.r. \
b&ﬂ ﬁi We would Love to :ﬁr
\ : I
l} : See You! %

S

- % = % -'ﬁ'
8 #, E‘( -‘? .L We love lars
p -F 5‘:‘)& of crock pots

6 Railroad Ave.
Derry, NH 03038
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ALCATHON

DISTRICT 12 HOLIDAY

.................. e

SRR

6PM SUNDAY DECEMBER 24TH -
6FM MONDAY DECEMBER 25TH

4=
H

GROUP TIME 24 HOURS OF
SLOTLOTTERY  GREATTOOD AND  MEMORIAL
NOVEMBER19TH  PELLOWSHIP DIFPLAY

VOLUNTEERS GIET & 50050 RAFFLES -
e MEEERERF GIFT OMATIONS NEEDED :

ST RAPHAFL CHURCH
108 Yalker Street, Manchester, MH

{Please e Ferry SErsel enirance)

.................. ok -

Contact Cymthia P with questions #_“
or

1o voluniesr services at 607 361 =10
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District 7 December 24, 2023
Christmas Eve Alcathon

Come One, Come AA

6:00pm-10:00pm
At the Monadnock Community Hospital

452 Old Street Rd,

Conference Room 5,
Peterborough, NH

A new meeting every hour
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IRTH ANNUAL ALKATHON 2023
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13 Liows dve, Hudsoa KN
Chnir; Dear G712 16641
Cio-Chair: Mickelle € 600-566-2711
Gt Tabie Conrdinator: Stephonie G05-682- 7111
Foowd Cooralimmior: Erin TRE 2490995

Contimuous Fillowship aad Al Mecliags
Seoring Swaday December 24% gt Noon
Thrw December 257, Ending ml %00 pum,

Food Drop Off o¢ Lions Mol o Clristmas Evwe
Sunday freon S0 0 m. o T80 om Pl

Christmizs Lve
peving Corvmany and Liech St of Neea

Lighring of the Cazadle
First Meeting Starts of 12:30

ldrimers Speak from £00 pe o 00 pm
Dener &0 pam. fo T30 pam,

g Fellowahip Meering omnl 5-00 am.

Breakfast T20 o B30 o,

Lhristaias Morming 3
Lok growp will speak §.2:00 0.m. o 1200 g,

Hujjffe Ticket Tobie Closes af 720 pm

Fafffe at 7230 pow
era pp and be ol By 10:00 pum.

g
LR eodsn &
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Alcathon

rch 15 Hutchins Dr. Conway

Hnliday

Journey Ch

- Sunday, December z4th
7r30pm-g:0opm Firepit Meeting

Hot cocoa tailgating in parking lot before
o= meeting. (Sorry, no coffee tonight)

Monday, December z5th
Come on over for some great holiday fellowship

Food, Coffee and beverages throughout the day

Host Groups:

7:30-8:30am - Eye Opener Group
9:00=-10:00am - Firepit Group

10:30 -11:30am - Woman's Journey Beginners
12:00 =1:00pm = New Sunlight Group
1:30-2:30pm - Monday Night BB Group
3:00-4:00pm - Wednesday Night Group
4:30-5:30pm - Beth 8. & Co.

Please note that the Eye Opener and the Sunlight Growp will
mid be meeting at their regular locations on Christmas Day!
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WANTED!
WE.NEED..X@UNG.I;E@LE f
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IF YOU ARE A YOUNG PERSON OR BELONG TO A YOUNG
PERSON’S MEETING AND WOULD LIKE TO LEARN ABOUT
STARTING A NHSCYPAA BID COMMITTEE, ADVISORY wOULD
LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU AND HELP You! PLEASE CONTACT
BRITTANIE AT 603-247-9919.
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